








Celebrating 10 Years at the Heart-
land Llama Show
Written By:  Julie Sines, Blooming Valley Minis

Each year the American Miniature Llama Associa-
tion (AMLA) picks a llama show to hold its Annual 
General Membership (AGM) meeting.  Since last year 
the meeting took place at the Virginia Classic in the 
east, the AMLA decided to hold it in the mid-west for 
2009.  The show that was picked to gather at was the 
Heartland Llama Show in Webster City, Iowa, April 
25 & 26, 2009.  For the last several years the Heartland 
Llama Show has had miniature llama halter classes, 
making it the perfect place to hold the AMLA’s An-
nual AGM. 

The AMLA’s Annual AGM drew miniature farms 
from all over, including the mid-west, north and 
eastern United States.  In total there were 13 mini 
llama farms from 8 different states.  The total number 
of miniature llamas competing in the mini classes was 
50.  This was the largest showing of mini llamas ever 
in a show’s history!  Since it is the AMLA’s 10th Anni-
versary it was really exciting to see this huge turnout 
for the mini classes.  

At the AMLA’s Annual AGM, Friday night, April 24, 
2009, members came together for an evening of fun, 
food and discussion regarding the miniature llama 
and the AMLA.  It was fantastic to see the enthusiasm 
the membership brought to the table during the dis-
cussions that took place.  Many members, from states 
who could not attend the meeting, also participated 
by e-mailing their ideas into the board for the meet-
ing’s agenda. 

On Saturday, April 25, 2009, the mini halter classes 
took place in the morning.  Competition was stiff 
as many of the best mini breeding programs in the 
United States competed in the largest mini llama hal-
ter classes ever held at a llama show any where in the 
United States.  The judge seemed very impressed with 
not only the large size of the mini classes, but also the 
excellence of the minis in the ring.  Championships 
were won by Luminary Minis of Iowa, Minnesota 
Minis of Minnesota, Monastic Fleece of Illinois and 
Bridgeview Llamas of Iowa.  

The AMLA would like to thank Show Superin-
tendent, Karen Miller, for putting the mini halter 
classes in her class line-up.  It was a wonderful show 
and a great way.
 
The AMLA would like to thank Show Superin-
tendent, Karen Miller, for putting the mini halter 
classes in her class line-up.  It was a wonderful show 
and a great way to celebrate the AMLA’s 10th 
Anniversary!	
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“The Ugly Blue Trailer”
By Merle Mann   ---   Luminary Minis
 
We love our llamas and love to show them at shows 
in the Mid-West.  As we pull into the show area with 
our llamas with our “Ugly Blue Trailer”, I sometimes 
want to hide my face.  I hurry up and unload every-
thing and unhook the trailer and run away.  I don’t 
want anybody to think that I belong to the, “The 
Ugly Blue Trailer”.  When we started getting into the 
mini llama adventure we needed a trailer.  How were 
we going to afford a trailer to haul our llamas to the 
different llama shows or pick-up our newest llamas.  
When we found this trailer it was almost more then 
we could afford ($400).  We decided it would have to 
work for now.  For us it wasn’t what we wanted.  We 
wanted a nice shiny trailer with our farm name and 
website printed on the side.  We wanted everybody 
to think that we had something special inside the 
nice shiny trailer.  Our farm name and website on 
the side would show everybody that we had a special 
farm.
 
Let us give you a mental picture of our “Ugly Blue 
Trailer”.  The trailer has mixed matched tires, the 
paint is chipping off, and it has a hole on in one of 
the fenders.  You have to lift the back door up in 
order to get the back door to shut correctly and the 
roof leaks in some places.
 
We just finished showing at the “Heartland Show” in 
Webster City, Iowa.  It’s not the trailer that makes a 
Champion or a fair representation of the farm.  We 
were very excited at how we placed at the “Heartland 
Show”.  We have grown to love our trailer us much 
as our mini llamas.  Our trailer has been to Minne-
sota, Michigan, Illinois and all over Iowa.  Our “Ugly 
Blue Trailer” has done us proud.  Yes, we would love 
to have a nice new shiny trailer with our farm name 
and website printed on the side.  Until that time we 
will use our “Ugly Blue Trailer” with pride.  Let this 
be a lesson to all of us: don’t judge a trailer by the 
outside.  Remember it is what is in the inside the 
trailer that makes us all proud of our mini llamas.
 
When we get our new shiny trailer with our farm 
name and website on the side we will be looking for 
somebody who needs our “Ugly Blue Trailer”  Yes, 
we will be looking for somebody who needs a trailer.  
It will be our gift to someone who loves what is in-
side the trailer.

2009 North American Llama & 
Alpaca Show
North American Llama & Alpaca Show enjoyed 
hosting the mini llama community in 2008 and
will provide mini classes for both ILR-SD and ALSA 
sanctioning. It is important that the show gets a 
good response from the mini llama community in 
order to continue these classes. Anyone who has 
attended this show in the past can verify that North 
American is a marketing opportunity not often pre-
sented at a llama show. The fact that so many other 
species are included in the show, the pure dimen-
sions of the show and the spectator traffic, invite a 
huge showcase for our animals. Please mark your 
calendar and reserve these dates to attend the show. 
We are in the process of updating our website so 
please keep checking it in the next couple of months 
for all the particulars.

I would be happy to stall the minis in the same area 
as I did last year. If you have a banner or other sign 
to mark your stalling area, we could make arrange-
ments to have it displayed to mark the stalling for 
visitors.

Feel free or email with any questions or concerns.
Mary Jo Miller, Superintendent, North American 
Llama & Alpaca Show. 

This year the show will be November 6-8, 2009 in 
Louisville KY and is part of the WORLD’S LARG-
EST PUREBRED LIVESTOCK SHOW! Dual sanc-
tioned. ILRSD show one day and ALSA show one 
day-Single judged, separate, dual sanctioned for
performance, halter-including minis, performance, 
youth and fleece-both shorn and fleece on/ walk-
ing and fleece products. Single judged ALSA Alpaca 
show-including walking fiber. Judie Moser-OR- 
llama halter & performance judge & Maryan Baker-
CA-llama fleece judge.

Premiums and awards/ribbons Website: northamer-
icanllama-alpacashow.com. Show superintendent, 
Mary Jo Miller brookscrkllamas@bellsouth.net 502-
350-4525.



the VERY LITTLE LLAMA FARM
Breeders of Miniature Llamas

We are a small farm located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia
 

Exclusively breeding miniature llamas

Visit our website:  
www.verylittlellamafarm.com

A proud supporter of AMLA
Pat and Ray Drury


